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Abstract
In March 2014 a change took place on Europe's political map. The Crimean Peninsula
became part of Russia, switching sovereignty after more than 20 years during which it was part
of Ukraine. This took place following a Russian military intervention and a referendum. A
majority of the world's countries however, do not recognize the Russian control of Crimea and
still consider it a part of Ukraine, rendering the territory an area with undefined political status.
Shortly after the sovereignty change, the region and its population started experiencing all kinds
of hardships. An often neglected type of hardship Crimeans are experiencing is the difficulty of
obtaining visas.
Following the referendum, many diplomatic missions in Russia have instituted a policy
of not issuing visas to residents of Crimea who apply with Russian-issued documents. This article
shall make a summary of EU and Schengen countries' positions regarding this issue, as these are
the biggest groups of countries that requires both Russians and Ukrainians to obtain visas before
travelling there. This research was made mostly directly, by requesting each country's diplomatic
mission in Moscow to give an official position. The research had the purpose of verifying the
information that certain countries do issue visas to Crimeans with Russian documents and also to
give a more general and complex picture on the matter of visas for residents of Crimea. This
theme is important as a policy of not issuing visas has significant repercussions on the region's
economy and on the freedom of movement of its citizens.
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